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tactics to hold him at bay and on the efficacy of the blockade
to bring him at last to his knees. This expectation became the
general excuse for everything which was left undone or which
was only half-done. To the extent that anything was left
undone or only half-done the winter worked in Hitler's favor;
for in Nazi Germany nothing was left undone or half-
done.
On April 9 Hitler broke the apparent truce; he occupied
Denmark and invaded Norway. During the following month
his troops did not secure complete success. The British expedi-
tionary force hung on in Narvik. But the larger bodies of
British troops which had landed at several points on the Nor-
wegian coast, and the French and Polish troops which had
accompanied or followed them, were forced to retire. By the
first week in May the British people, press and Parliament were
busy debating the responsibilities for what seemed more and
more clearly to have been a great Allied failure.
On May 9 I Was on a steamer bound for Europe* I spent
the day largely in listening to the broadcasts from London.
Britain was at war with the most formidable military power
the world had ever seen. But on this spring day broadcasters
from the British capital could spare almost no attention to the
actual events of that war because of the necessity for describing
the current political crisis in endless detail The echoes of the
great debate over Norway which had rocked the House of
Commons the day before, and which had ended by giving the
Chamberlain Government a majority of only Qi, were still
reverberating. Many members of Parliament had abstained